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to Cavour's proposals. Antonelli permitted
a sort of protocol to be discussed; and
Passaglia, the famous ex-Jesuit., was conduct-
ing the great business, fas it seemed, to a
successful end. But here the Siccardi laws
warned Pius that if the Italians came to Rome
they would suppress the monasteries, con-
fiscate Church property, and in spite of their
liberal formula, make the clergy a department
of State. " Jacobin decrees" at Naples
and Palermo confirmed this judgment. He
roused himself to deliver an allocution,
March 18, 1861, in which he flung back the
attempts at an insidious reconciliation based
on robbery, and refused to come to terms with
it. Cavour died on June 6, and the Roman
Question entered its last phase.

A convention between France and the
King of Italy was signed in September, 1864,
.binding the latter to respect what was left
of the Papal territories, and the French to
withdraw their garrison by degrees from
Rome. But Napoleon required that a new
capital should be definitely chosen, as some
guarantee of peace. The Government, accord-
ingly, moved down to Florence. By the end
of December, 1866, all the French troops had
left Roman soil. No stir was made. The
people of the Eternal City were little disposed